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Die United States DepartMUt of La^or has rerlsed the 
Sletlonearj of Oeenpatlonal Titles In order to ellalnate 
refermees to sender. Can Imsfsamgm respond to official 
edicts* as well as to dsasnds froa fealnlsts, and effect 
significant eluansesl this paper supports the position 
tbat X a m gn ac e can aad wUX change, the hasls for such 
change rests on three aspects of lingnlstle tbeorys the 
stmctore of language, change processes, and the relatloo- 
aihlp hetween though: and language. 
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Berser and Kaehaek 

In X975, the United States JJftpartaent ot laWr Issued a 
rcTlsion to tte Dictionary of OcftttpatioxJal Titles. ThB 
Tensions conf oiwed to recent go<>rftrttii«nt pollcj stateaents 
on e<iual c^oy»snt opportnnltle*^ Slncft prerious Jo¥ 
titles were considered dlscrialnfttory sg^laat «o««n, sex 
stereotyped teras, each as ja22» JiSS^* ^^^^ *^ **** snffix 
^ss were reaored and titles ch^ed to n«itral forais. 
Polieaan was chan«ed to police caTte4^ , .^^P^ssMm to »les 
agent and «n ^i«>Tt^ stewardess t<y Hlrplas^ fillet attendaat. 

Hearly 3,500 Jo¥ titles were revised to «li»lnate references 

> 

to sex or age. 

m addition to these ehang^^ the Hft^power Adaiaistration 
changed its own naae to aaploWJit an^ f^ral»ln« AdBlnlstratlon. 
The official puWlcation of the ^ency iws changed froa 
Manpower to Vorldlfg , reco«nlzi«^ that ?<?»P0*«' •"lo^ed 
the sizable workforce of w<»en. 

Conf lictii i(<^ Ar fftmetttg 

This cTcnt can tie rlewed t^Oft. t»'o points of Ylew. 
Proa the current fcalnlat porsp^fttiwc, it la argued that the 
English language la seziat In far atf It relegates woaen 
to a secondary and inferior staiiw In •POlaty. ISie claia 
that words such aa aankind . ajm And »»• W« generic and 
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Include femle as veil as nale is injected on the groiZDda 

that tiie feiiale identity Is su^snsed In the sale tarm^ 

Since lansn^^ conreys Ideas and a vorld Tlew^ lAie clear 

message ot the vords Is tiiat irosen are less significant 

than Ben and need not W mentioned as an Identifiable 

groap* The female role as subordinate Is confirmed in 

the language • From 'Hie feminist perspectlre, not only 

is the generic term man not incluslra of women on an equal 

plane vith men tat the fjrequeney vltb mhlch Jobs are 

listed l&cmale forms, such as f oreaan and master 
**«i,> ^^^^^^^^^^ 

Intentionally excluded women in fact as well as form« 
Oherefore, a linguistic form is required that corresponds to 
the rising consciousness of women as haring equal potential 
with men* Such a form would also reflect their deter- 
mination to broaden their economic and social roles « 

Feminists argue that new forms of language such as 
chairperson and humankind , are prerequisites to the further 
derelopment of new social attitudes to accompany changing 
roles* Since children learn about society from language, 
it is an easy lesson for girls to learn tihat many situ^ations 
described by nale-identif ied words, do not include them* 
Implicit in l^e omission is the understanding that a 
large portion of the world is inappropriate for them* 
Boys, of course, learn the same lesson* Language serTes 
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in this nay to stereotype areas of interest and actiTity* 
Feminists, sale and female alike, insist ttiat ftree entry 
into intellectual, political, economic and sports actirities 
necessitates changes in social attitudes « The changes 
can 'be encouraged or iaipeded ¥y language • 

^ From the perspectire of those per^hs iihb wish to 
retain l^e conrentional forms, language cannot ¥e changed 
by edicts which reflect current and changing ideologies « 
It is one matter for women to desire economic and social 
equally with men and anoUier to do Tiolence to the 
latnguage in order to achiere that goal* Words such as 
nw^nViTK^ and man , it is argued, are understood 'by all 
persons to be generic and are acceptable for their ease 
of communication* Only endless repetition and confusion 
can result from introducing i^ftif ifords such as chairperson * 
Only monotony results from the need to write men and women 
or he and she when the conrentional man and he will do* 
It is furttier asserted language has its own rules that 
jieed to Ibe obeoted* In addJLtion, no edict issued by any 
goTemment agency will change the haliits of language and 
that people will continue to use the term, delireryman , 
eren when a woman drires the truck and dellrers the 
parcels* 
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Why Language Can and Will Chaiyge 

This paper supports the position that lansoage can 
and will change to reflect eaerglng social conditions* 
The rationale for the argoMent derlres fjroBi three aspects 
of language theory; ttoe structure of langtiag's^ the pro- 
cess of change* and the relationship 'betireen thou^^t and 
language « 

language Structure 

Becent derelopsents in linguistics offer a f ranework f or 
understanding how language Is used* Transfomatlonal 
genera tire theorists hare forsmlated concepts with which 
to analyze Vaslc structures and relationships in language « 
Their studies of language as a unirersal hunan ^eharlor 
clarify the ways in which indiriduals and groups use 
language • Generatire linguists propose concepts of deep 
and surface structure and help to explain ^e process of 
choice of the ^rious language elenents in use* The deep 
structure contains teslc elements * theoretically unirersal, 
from which features for the production of surface forms 
are selected* In an important sense, the elements in 
the deep structures represent concepts perceired >y the mind* 
The way statements are made alnmt such concepts are the 
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results oT application ot rules, some required and o&ers 
optional • The statements In speech or wrltlns represent the 
surface structure « In other trords, language has at least 
three strata* One represents the perception of reality, a 
second contains the linguistic rules that translate that 
reality and a third Is the outward display which results 
from the rules In speech or writing. 

It Is fairly simple to Illustrate the process with 
grammar rules • In the deep structure there are elements 
such as nouns* Each noun carries an option for expressing 
It In plural terms. ^ J^^ 

ways • For example , words such as , desk, teacher • and sheep 
represent concepts irtilch may lie expressed as plurals « In 
English an /s/ sotuid Is added In speech, the surface struc«» 
ture, to refer to more than one deslc, a /z/ sound for 
more than one teacher, and no sound at all for mbr<8 than 
one sheep. Vhlcherer option Is chosen, the underlying 
concept Is the same* Erery group of language users 
decides on rules for expressing the concept* 

Semantic rules for choices of words are also derlred 
from deep structure Irat the process Is more complex* Ihe 
taslc meanings of words amst lie Identified to account- for 
the Interdependence of lexical Items with rules of grammar* 
One approach to defining words Is to mark each In a 
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'hlnary system with a plus or mlnos for certain features • 
Teacher would ¥e marked as + noun, + animate, and + human. 
Obese feature markings determine j.the selection of rerhs and 
other categories of words which hare similar markers and 
thus the rules of grammar for permissible sentences are 
generated • Desk would lie marked as + noun, • animate, and 
of course, - human. With these markers the grami»r rules 
would prerent selection of rerbs such as speak and dance 
as actions or experiences of a desk. 

Are there sex- Identification markers In deep structure? 
Yes, Vut only for those words which hare Inherent sex 
meanings. Thus words such as woman and man would lie marked 
not only as human Imt also female and male. Once a word 
Is marked for a feature In Its underlying meaning, certain 
restrictions automatically apply for the use of the 
words . A sexvtence^ The, man menstruated , would not lie . 
permissible because menstruate would be marked for the 
female In the deep structure. 

The Department of labor's decision to change terminology 
erldently reflects the Idea that If there Is no under- 
lying sex marker In a semantic term, then sex features 
should not be added In the surface structure. In other 
words, the linguistic option Is limited. Imposing sex 
features on words which hare no Inherent sex meanings 
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can produce anonalotts sentences. ?or ezaarple. My sister 
Is a cem^-^^^ ^ " a tele-rlsion show Is graaaaatlcally 
qtiestlonaUe. Sister and man have different tmderlylng 
neanlnss. 

It can lie argued that while man Is marked for male 
In deep structure, common practice (which represents 
surface structure) Is to use It either for male or V>th 
male and female. Since ttie function of linguistics is to 
descrl'be language and not prescri"fce Its use, all ttiat Is 
needed Is a description of an optional rule for the use 
of certain words, such as cameraman and sister. !Che 
afallaMllty of options fits linguistic theory. HoweYer, 
that practice is adopted, it shotild 1^ recognized that an 
oiftLon is lieing exercised and that a new grammatical rule 
is in effect. 

Contemporary social changes do seem to require 
language changes in either rules of grammar or ttie lexicon. 
The semantic change seems simpler. It would contrl¥ute 
*o clarity of communication. Since sltu^ations in irtilch 
nan does refer only to males are changing, the use of the 
term liecomes less accurate. Clear coumunioatlon is 
facilitated when each word has a single meaning. 



langnage Chfljuce 

Can a gOTerxiBient agency «dlct change word usage? 
Hlstorlcall7t people hare changed word meanings > In 
one kind ot change the meanings hare Jbeen elevated or 
degraded* Silriit was once used for people who were not 
rery Important; now It descrlTies a hero > Villain 
once referred to a country house or Tllla, with none of 
the pejoratlre connotations of contemporary use. Local 
options may also Tary In a glren historical perlos. 
Homely means plain In North America ¥12 1 remains synonomous 
wltti homey In England. 

^Ehe reasons for change are not certain. Some shifts 
seem to result from contact among people who speak different 
languages (as sandwich fa Prench) others from cultural 
deTelopments requiring new ▼oca¥ulary (as astronauts and hippie ) 
The processes of change are not clear / either. The 
only predlca'ble *f eature of the processes Is that they do oc» 

cur. \ 

Whether or not a gorernment agency can change common 
usage of words Is proUemmatlcal. The dramatic cultural 
eren ts attendant on astronaut and hippie brought thoise words 
into common usage quickly. Of course, there were none of 
the political resistances which hbir accoapany the changlna? 
status of women. On the other hand, the g^Temment's 
TMalmlarj change Is acconpanled I17 relAtlTelj. 
changes, Wonen are 'blag admitted to positions In schools, 
gorernment, and business from which thex were only recently 
excluded. f*lthough the changes for women are more dramatic/ 



new roles are opening for men also. ^"''^ 

lamcnage and Thought 

The third issue for discussion of the argument is 
andressed to the relationship between language and thinking. 
The centiral question here is whether language reflects a per- 
son's perception of reality or causes perception. Die 

■ ■ ■ A ■ 

psychologist James Deese argues that the information coded 
into lexical entries represents the impression of experience 
on a cognitire category. Experience itself is, in turn, 
the result of the impressions of perceptions on ii!<)rmation 
recelTed. Certainly, popple" s selection of the changed 
and new words in the preceding : paragraph^-: represents 
experience and psychological perception. The word drirer . 
for instance, would not ¥e used to refer to the astronaut - 
in a speace ship. A new cognitire category relating to 
space has 'been created ¥y experience. 

The Lalior Department * s change In terminology supports 
the »Whorfian hypothesis." Whorf, a linguistic scholar, 
Tiewed laihguage as a determiner of experlMie^. He 
thought, for example, that since Eskimos hare more words for 
snow than Americans do, they peroeire more distinctions 
in the texture of snow. SloMn^a contemporary linguist, 
agrees that language may corertly Iwlng us to pay attentib 



to attrlVntes of a situation. Howerer, he parefers the 
weaker form of theorizing which aost people accept. That 
is, th« atailalJility of specific words ii^ particular 
language makes perc ept ions and express ions eas ier . Slo¥in 
points out that word coB^inat ions emerge when people in " 
a language group do not hare sini^ words to express 
new concepts . The words humankind ^and chairrperson appear 
to represent such lexical combinations. 

A Change in language, then, can make it easier to 
pcrceire of women in a larger array of roles than hare 
historically been afailaWe to them. A policy that "all men 
are created equal" appears on its surface to exclude 
women from equal rights^ ander law. In fact, historically, 
women hare not been afforded equal protection as citizens. 
Discrimination in employment and In property ownership 
still exists although the practices are changing. The 
semantic selections arailable can broaden perc eired op- 
portunities. An adrertisement for a mailman appears to 
be directed to men; an ad for a mail carrier conreys no 
such ra*riction. An inritation for nominations for a 
chairman requires second thoughts about whether or not 
a woman's name may be offered; if a chairperson is to be 
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'';.8Cf!||MP 'Midi III^OiMMk . jUB 'V'";- 

vrmmMm to A jiAUDtf^^ 

M Miliar* «ir# <Brg<4 to •wwin* tl»»ir tf«rtt to 

m9m9 mm imutm tvftXiftlM ant aot «• tyj^laal mt •ithcr 

tMn cnr wmmmmm Mm% mmAjt Mmmocw 'tMt MKify* ft]jM>» v;l2X /' 

mmmr' mm m wtmm mimm 

tawi* • fiKlr-MliiAad VTMiUiaiit of • «2a%» a o«in«ciM«a 
lmm4mr mt m m«1*1 aovMwiit. At«ri%iit«» met mmm%mt9 

•IttMtr or fcMOot* lliftt U* •itiMir Jete «r mm wmw 
hm ttrntA^ «M«rt»la,*«Mik« «r toitaUv*. 

fiMuro tm nom^mVllm — i i poit for tMm argBMst to ^mamm 
lompif to ollotaito mmUmim tm liagiiotio thwy ttioro 
to Mim •mmtpt ttiot longMjo lioo o 4ot9 ott'oaUi o lovol 
to QlOirti iooio ■ Mi wiiig i oro imofot > i » So owrtteo^ otvotttoro 
foroo, t»o mp 99 9h tmi ortttot mmm$. to <■ no io IUmo— ■ ■iw » 
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that crMMtte«l and mmmntXc eoiiai«t«aeiM mh 
mintBiiwd b«twt#n tmAmrlfing mmmUtgiB mud wwrtmo* tonm 
if no ffME f MtttTM «r« addsd to «ord« vhleh tm^ no 
tiih«r«at ««x ehMTMUirlstlea. thm hiatonr of iMffiMiso 
dMwnstrmtMMi tliat luinogo doM etMuigo and ttait tlio 
elMui«a« r«fl«et new eene«pt« and ooelal mytmtm* 8laeo 
evltnral. eliMifoa ara «eo«sTinc» iiidieat;«d in tha in* 

talaplMma rapairarat and tooi and dia aakara»,it ean hm 
azpaatad that saw lancnaga fona will aatrsa. tha 
pradiatiott ia rainf oread %gr ttia ehantinc relaa of mm in 
tetti ooeapational aetivitiaa and involvaaaat in parantias 
and lieaaaliold aorte, VlAally* thara ia a ralationahip 
%a taMn laaipmm and tliiidtinit. Vhila a ea«aa«-affaot 
ralatien liaa not Wan aataU^iaiiad* tliara ia anoaih^ avidonaa 
that lanttntga aaaga ahafwi thoanlita* ao tliat at laaat 
ana gefttnaanfc a^oaay* aa|or paM titling aanp«nlaa» and 
■aaj' aanaa and 9M ara ia tha paroeaaa <if ehaa^lnc laagaaiga 
to alittinata a4Kian* 
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